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ABSTRACT

Purpose

The primary purpose of tLis study was to explore the
possibility of combining existing resources of the community
and the community college system in an educational program
which can provide maximum latitude for individual abilities
and interests of students involved in the Chicano Studies
area.

Methodology

The methodology employed was review of current literature
on innovative programs in Higher Education such as the Union
for Experimenting Colleges nnd Universities. Another method
employed were two site vislItationsone to Deganawidah-
Quetzalcoatl University in Davis, California, and the other to
Miami Dade Community College in Miami, Florida.

Results

Results of this study indicate that a major problem exists
in the Modal Learning Concept in that many community college
"educators" surveyed believe that they are already innovating
combining existing community resources.

Conclusion

Community colleges are seeking ways to improve Chicano
Studies. A seminar with community college Chicano Studies
directors and administrators to increase their understanding
of the Modal Learning Concept would aid in implementing such
a program.

The Modal Learning Concept can work and similar programs
in other community colleges are working.

With good salesmanship, "educators" can be convinced
that their "innovations" can be improved.

The creation of an environment by administrators that
would encourage experimentation and would allow for possible
subsequent failure would help.
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Introduction

The primary objective of this study_was to explore the
possibility of combining existing resources of the community
and the community college system in an educational program
which can provide maximum latitude for individual abilities
and interests of students involved in the Chicano Studies
area. Chicano Studies has, since its inception, recognized
the important relationship which exists between higher
:.education for young Chicanos, and social change in the Chicano
community.1

This educational concept has been operationalized in a
large number of Chicano Studies programs throughout the
Southwest including three programs in the State of Washington.
Indeed, most Chicano Studies programs provide for direct
experience in the community through field work courses, or,
in some cases, complete Barrio (community) stations. None-
theless, many colleges and universities have left the
experiential portion of their curricula on the margins of
their programs, and have failed to recognize the full
potential of direct experience either by granting insufficient
recognition to the value of such experiences, or by failing
to provide adequate supervision .and integration of such
experiences into the total educational program.

As another part of standard educational systems, we find
a constriction of educational purpose- which results from
existing course distribution requirements, the departmental-
ization of educational programs, and the designation of a finite
number of courses which are required fare degree. Modal
learning is an educational approach which may serve to avoid
some of the difficulties created by attempts to mold Chicano
Studies into traditional college and university patterns.

In essence, modal learning begins with the knowledge that
we can best increase our intellectual awareness as well as our
s.cills when they are exemplified and given concrete form during
the learning process. To discuss the modes of learning is to
recognize that seemingly different curricula will often teach
similar modes of human thought. Instructors in anthropology,
history, biology, and physics, may use quite different subject
material to instruct students in the mode of scientific
inquiry. An English theme, and a research paper in history
often overlap in providing instruction in the expressive
and investigative modes of human thought. Modes are different

1 Chicano Coordinating Council on Higher Education, El
Plan de Santa Barbara: A Chicano Plan for Higher Education;
Santa Barbara, La Cause Publications, 1970. pp. 60-69.
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perspectives on human activity, but they should not be con-
sidered ultimate in any episteomological or logical sense,
nor do we need to think of modes in a philosophical sense,
since our concern is educational. In the educational
sense, modes, however they are defined, must be pragmatic
and utilitarian devices for approaching the totally educated
individual. In this case, an individual prepared to serve
the Chicano community, either as Doctor, Lawyer, Social
Worker, or Farmworker organizer.

For convenience of outlining the educational process,
three basic modes will facilitate our understanding. The
first of these modes is designated as the Instructional

Mode. The central purpose the instructional mode is to
provide students with background information, and in some
cases skills, necessary to successful functioning in the
two remaining modes. This mode may include some traditional
classroom situations, as well as seminars, tutorials, media
sources, directed library research, non-campus resource
individuals, and any other activities which fulfill the
central purpose of this mode.

The second mode, is designated the Creative, or
Expressive Mode. This mode is intended to _provide the
student with those techniques which will allow him to comm-
unicate the results of his studies and findings to others.
This mode would provide for both written and verba
communication skills as well as thorough grounding in
concepts of logic and evidence. For the student interested
in aesthetic arts, this might include studies in _the
technique of other artists, painters and musicians.

The third, and final mode provides the student with
concrete experience which makes modal learning a truly
integrated educational experience. The experiential mode
is tailored to the interests of each student. This part of
higher educational experienCe may occur simultaneously with
the student's other education or may (because of distance
and time for example) represent the culmination of his edu-
cational endeavors. The degree of supervision and the
type of experience will vary with each student's capabilities.
A student without adequate backgr3und in Spanish for instance,
would not be placed in an experiential mode which required
such a skill, although he might be assigned to a situation
requiring Spanish if it could be determined that his
expressive skills in Spanish would be improved through such
an experience.

A major part of the project was to explore the modalities
involved in the various educational situations which students
in the community college system encounter. This process
would not require that we purify and then rigidly classify
existing curricula into one or another of the modes of human



intelligence. Indeed, excellent teachers often stimulate
their students in differing modes of awareness, creativity
and expressiveness. The intent of identifying modes is to
provide students and faculty with a sense of the kinds of
modal perspectives which some courses currently perform.

A new dimension of experiential education would be added -by
demonstrating the plausibility for the integral inclusion
of non-campus resources in the total educational process.



Methods

For the purpose of developing a clearly phased opera-
tional model, the methods employed were compartmentalized
as clearly and completely as possible. It should be
remembered that many of the procedures overlapped and in
some cases occurred simultaneously.

After a completed review of relevant educational
abstracts it was obvious that there exists virtually no
professional literature on the integrated modal learning
concept. Research on the programmed instruction proved
largely irrelevant to this concept as well. There are,
however, other community colleges and universities
presently in operation that are utilizing the modal
learning concept on a limited basis. With the exception
of Miami Dade Community College, none of the colleges are
presently attempting this concept with a computer back-up
system as proposed in this research project. (See
Appendix A and B)

Therefore an early priority of the project was to
visit at least two institutions of higher learning where
Spanish-speaking students were enrolled and where innovative
concepts similar to the modal learning concept were being
utilized.

The visitation sites selected for this research project
were Deganawidah-Quetzalcoatl University (D.Q.U.) in Davis,
California and Miami Dade Community College in Miami,
Florida.

An evaluation was made of strengths, weaknesses, and
potential adaptability of the D.Q.U. and Miami Dade
Community College modal learning concept to Chicano

Studies and to the Washington State Community College
structure.

In conjunction with site visitations, contact was made
with five selected Washington community college Chicano
Studies programs. The five community colleges selected were
Yakima Valley Community College, Skaggit Valley Community
College, Tacoma Community College, Big Bend Community
College and Seattle Central Community College. At that
time explanation was made of the modal learning concept.

Contact was also made with Chicano Studies programs in
the four-year colleges and universities to determine what
potential exists for transferability of a modal learning
program at the community college level. At the same7;time,
an investigation was made of the administrative potential

-9-
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for a Chicano Studies modal learning program. This included
an analysis of administrative structures presently in
existence, and an attitudinal survey of principal adminis-
trators involved in those five community colleges. Selected
faculty responses to the idea of modal learning were also
surveyed as part of this process.

With the, technical assistance of computer engineers and
programmers at Washington State University a student inventory
index card and student report- form was developed. Rather than
attempting to list all of the possible modes of human
intelligence, the approach was to develop a system that will
provide for accurate bookkeeping and classification of
differing modes. (See Appendix A and B).

An attempt at a process to evaluate the language capa-
bilities of students entering the program was made. This
included both Spanish and English with attention to the
special strengths and weaknesses of the Chicano students'
socio-linguistic experiences.

'Finally, an analysis of representative community
resources was made to determine the type and quality of
experiential learning which can be utilized in such programs.
The intent was to develop representative experiences rather
than a catalogue of resources for any particular community
college district. The resources can be a model for
cataloguing such experiences by criteria relevant to Chicano,
Studies programs.
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Results

Significant Findings and Events

Institution's Ed=ational Aims and Objectives. The
purpose of DQU is to develop Scholars who will go into the
Native American and Chicano communities and begin to
systematically bring about changes that will improve the
quality of life of the inhabitants of those communities in
keeping with the cultural, social and political values of
the people. It is envisioned that these scholars will be
social change agents in all aspects of their work within
the community. They will teach the traditional values to
those who havelost them and reinforce these values for
those who need increased self- identity and confidence.
They will work in all manner of occupations changing both
the service and the delivery.. systems that will affect the
lives of the community people.

This school affords an opportunity for the individual
student to attain his/her highest academic potential. This
means developing an aced&nic program which is noted for its
excellence, but taught in a way that will meet with the
present life style of the student, with modification of
behavior based on the cultural values of the ethnic groups
which are represented here. All education is modification
of behaviori but DQU wishes to allow students to grow in
spirit, in mind, and in body. In this way we will be a
unique institution experimenting with methodology, content
in courses, and use of educational resources.

One of the basic values that DQU imparts is the
emphasis on the sense of community which includes the family,
extended family, local and world communities of human beings.
In many ways this is very different than the individualistic,
competitive, and materialistic emphasis of the Anglo
oriented education system. Another value of the community
of DQU is the sense of humans in relation to the total
environment, and of imparting the need to live in harmony
with all parts of the ecology.

Curricular offerings, including catalog. The Associate
of Arts program in the Tiburcio Vasquez College was finalized
in the middle of March, 1972. Most courses are broken into
16 hour modules, each of which is equivalent to one (1) unit.

The core curriculum is divided into six subject areas
which have been designated educational theory, basic subjects,
humanities, social science, natural science, and physical
education. Each student is to complete thirty (30) units in
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core subjects. There is no restriction or requirement for
any particular subject area with the exception of physical
education which can be taken for a maximum of two (2) unis
per year.

The courses arc designed to enable the student to survey
subjects of academic worth in relation to the impact on the
Chicano and Native American communities. In some cases the
community is outside of DQU, but generally the attempt is to
keep the focus on the DQU community as a microcosm of the

,

total Chicano-Native American lif ne in the area ow governed
by the United States.

It is seen as very important to provide a built-in
change mechanism for the creation of relevant curricula as
the school and the times call for it. This was done by
setting up a unique set of courses in the educational theory
subject area. One course permits students to explore the
tenets of education, another teaches the basis for
curriculum design, and the third (probably the most unusual
of all) is an educational evaluation center course which
gives the student an opportunity to explore the problems of
DQU through research and to come up with alternative solutions
which can then he presented to an appropriate body for action.

The basic subjects area is another place where the school
is offering a different approach. Composition, verbal and ,

non-verbal communication, reading and mathematics are seen
as tools to be used in the pursuit of education. Therefore,
these courses are not set up in a vacuum relying on textbook
exercises to improve the student's ability. Instead, they
are designed to provide immediate assistance with real
problems facing the student in such areas as writing papers,
talking with groups for other courses, developing a speech
for the presentation of roaterial to a class or a group, to
learn to distinguish body movements and other forms of non-
verbal communication in relation to the activities they are
engaged in on campus, reading materials that are essential to
their understanding of imoortant concepts as they emerge from
other areas of study, and doing mathematical computation for
consumer economics or statistical calculation for interpre-
tation of research materials.

The core curriculum at DQU is generally equal to the
general education curriculum in the community college. Inso-
far as possible, the focus is on problem solving and learning
by doing. The emphasis is on the Native American and Chicano
communities' traditions and values as the source of knowledge.

Major areas of study are limited by funds and the number
of students enrolled in the school. Farm management, business,
mass media (including graph is), general liberal arts, Native
American studies and Chicano studies are the designated majors.
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The latter two are found in the Hehaka Sapa College and
Colegio Quatzalcoatl respectively. All majors, with the
exception of liberal arts, offers a certificate if 20 units
are completed in the subject. The certificate in mass
media is limited zo the graphic arts section of the major.
If a student is seeking only an A.A. degree without the
certificate, then only 15 units need to be taken in the
major with the ot!-ar units coming from other areas and
counted as elect _..

Farm management is designated a major and has been
specially funded by the Department of Labor as an experi-
mental program. Here the aim is to develop people who can
go into the barrios and the reservations and assist others
to set up c000eratives in farming. This program will give
them the skills to plan, operate, and evaluate the develop-
ment of the cooperative.

The business major was deemed imoortant because it will
not only serve our regular students, but will provide for
credits for inservice training for the secretarial staff
here. The entire Migrant Worker Program staff is enrolled
in a block of business courses for which they are receiving
full college credit. Such "inservice" training is
invaluable to the university as well as the staff.involved.
The classes are also available to the students on campus,
but at this time none are enrolled.

Mass media and graphic arts is a major that is seen as
vital to a school interested in the'positive development of
the Native American and Chicano images- and communities.
There must be real knowledge made available to the students
regarding the politics, functioning, Operating and use of
the mass media. Eventually, we hope to break this down into
newspaper and magazine publication and broadcast as well as
to continue with the graphic arts portion of the major. At
this time there are neither the funds nor the student body
to support a further breakdown.

General liberal arts is not a certificate major. The
student is allowed to take courses in any field of study
and amass at least an additional thirty (30) . units. it is
felt that some of the students will not be ready to make a
c,ommitment and.need the first sixty (50) units or credit
for maximum exploration of the curriculum and their own
interests.

The Native American Studies is located in the Hehaka
Sapa College and is for .the study of the humanities, social
science, and language arts of the Native American culture.
The Chicano Studies program will function in the same way
from the Colegio Quetzalcoati. Both of these programs will
offer the students depth and insight into the traditions,
cultures, and futures of the, two groups.



15

DQU has all three innovative concepts in their university
that applies to the modal learning concept. A slight depar-
ture from our -experiential and expressive concept exists in
their program. The "contract" is used in their approach
toward getting community involvement. The introduction
toward getting off campus credit is taught in a core course
required of all students called 'Contract Education."

The Contract Education course was developed as part of
the core curriculum. The curriculum specialist has been
teaching the course. There are two reasons for this. The
first, to on the students to the contract education
process. The second, was to have students help identify
the problems involved in writing contracts. The following
is a summation of the class input to date.

1. A student can develop a contract for a total
educational program leading to a particular degree or a
contract for a special project for a limited period of time
and leading to an agreed on number of units.

2, Once a student decides to develop a contract he/she
should register in the Contract Education. course. This will
give the student an opportunity to gain an understanding of
the contract method, work out a proposal for a contract,
and identify the expertise that will be needed on the
contract committee.

3. When the student feels ready to establish a contract
committee, a list of names will be drawn up and the persons
considered will be consulted for availability. The member-
ship should include at least one other student, a community
person who has special knowledge of the learning goals or of
the student's project, and someone who has an academic tie
with the university.

. Once the student has obtained permission from the'
persons needed for the committee, their names will be
submitted to the Undergraduate Committee for approval. When
the Undergraduate Committee approves the names for the
contract committee, the contract committee will have the
ultimate decision-making power with exception of the use
of the grievance procedure which will be used when a member
of the committee or the student cannot-agree on .a substan-
tive decision regarding sonic aspect of the contract.

5. The grievance procedure will be developed by the
Undergraduate Committee. Examples of procedures which might
meet the needs are: one person chosen by the contract
committee and one person chosen by the student with these
two persons choosing a third. This group would then 'deliberate
the disagreement or the Undergraduate Committee might appoint
the third person to the grievance negotiating group. It is
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Lout that the contracts will be set up and followed in such
a way that conciliation or arbitration would nearly always be
avoided.

6. With the contract committee chosen, the student
shouln be,?..-in to develop a contract that will meet his present
educational needs with the understanding that he may make
several changea as he progresses. The goals of DQU should
be kept in mind it the development of the student s learning
goals. The student should be encouraged to use real issues
and real problems in an effort to gain the knowledge and
skills that he needs. The contract should focus as much on
learning how to obtain information as on the specific
content realizing that under some circumstances facts become
obsolete.

A contract student is equivalent to a full-time
student which is equivalent to 12 semester units every 4

months. ',?inancially the student Should pay. or have payment
waived for three semesters per year (a year-round program),
at $240 per semester or a total of $720 per year. If the
student wants to be el:cused for one semester period, he/she
will petition the Undergraduate Committee.

3. In a planned program the student can get the
instruction needed on campus. The contract student will
very likely be off campus for some part of the contract
period doing research, etc. Also, though there may be
courses for the contract student on the DQU campus, the
student may have to sake courses at other schools. For

these reasons it Is suggested that the student have access
to $75 per semester of the tuition or a maximum of $225
per year. The student would be able to obtain this money only
by submitting a written proposal first to the contract
committee, and after they approve it, it would be sent to
the Undergraduate Committee for final decision. (If a
student has had tuition waived, then it is possible there
will be no way of supporting resot,Irces, etc., with these
payments) However, all contract students should learn the
art of proposal writing in order to obtain small grants from
foundations, etc.

The purpose of c'ontract education is to permit each
student to determine his/her educational goals. By educe--
tional goals we mean what a student should be able to do as
a result of reaching his stated goals within the stated time
period. These goals should be stated in behavioral objective
terms and agreed to by the student's committee as feasible
and in line with the objectives of the university.

The purpose of this contract committee will be to make
legitimate the learning and to provide support and guidance
for the student. When the committee agrees that the goals
have been reached and that they represent legitimate academic
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knowledge, the student is considered to have completed his
contract. The function of the committee is then to be an
advocate for C'ne st.,dent in the DQU Undergraduate Committee.

The student is e.-pected to be involved in a social
action research Project. The student will receive assistance
from resource people, agency people and the contract
committee in the seiection of his pro'iect. They should also
assist in the development of the checr:list of skills and
knowledge that the student already has and knowledge that the
student will gain specifically from the project.

The UndergraducteCommittee will function in the
following way:

1. To set the standards for the A. A. degree and to give
approval to the A,A9 degree planned program.

2, To set the standards for the B.A. degree program and
to give approval for the B.A. desaree planned program.

3. Will give direction to the Coordinator of Instruction
regarding the establishment of classes and the evaluation of
them.

4. Will review the work of the Curriculum Specialist
and give direction for the setting of priorities for
development of new majors and programs.

5. Will review and approve all satellite center projects
'with regard to academic and vocational instructional programs.

6. Will establish the broad guidelines for the contract
education program, approve all committee members, and act
as a body for conciliation and arbitration when necessary.
Will also approve proposals of students for DQU funds to be
used by students for meeting contract goals.

7. Will approve all new undergraduate courses.

Community Education Centers have been developed to permit
Native American and Chicano organizations to offer courses
that will be of value to the community people. This service
is not limited to California, however, at this time we have
not received requests for information from outside the state.

The organization must develop the course (preferably
one that is listed in the DQU catalog) , find an instructor,
and a location where the classes or seminars will be held.
This information, in detail, will then be seen by the
Undergraduate Committee of DQU and a determination of its
value will be made. If the organization needs assistance in
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The vocational .-eas selected by the sub-contractors are as
.Follows: The numL,.er of trainees is also indicated.

GC EP. Yodec,to, Stor.kton and Brentwood

A. Greenhouse 1/lanac-;-or-Worker Cluster. (20) Modesto

B. T7crm Manager, Farm Hand Gen. I and II Cluster.
(0) Modesto and Stockton

C. Restaurant Cluster. (10) Brentwood

D. Clerk Typist, General Office Cluster. (1S) Brentwood

E. Nursery and Farm Hand General Cluster. (18) Brentwood

II. La Clinica. Imperial and Coachella

A. Build:Eno- Construction and Maintenance, Pre-Apprentice
Carpentry. (20) Cale::ico

B. Restaurant Management and .J ,,Retaurant Services. (20)

C. General Merchandising. (25)

D. Feed Lots, General Operation. (40) Imperial County

E. Water District and Public Works Cluster. (20)
Tmperial and Coachella

F. Waste Water, Water PurificatiOn and Geo-Thermal
Power, (20) Impe-r-i,/1

III. FCCA. Fresno, Tulare and Kings

A. Pre-Fabricated Housing Construction Cluster. (50)
Tr-county recruitment-

B. Dairy Cluster. (15)

C. Nurse's Aide. (15).

D. Automotive Service Station Attendant. (20)

E. Landscaping. (20)

The clusters combine into some general areas.

I. Agricultural or agricultural related. 1A, 1B, 1E, 11D, 1113
II. Clerical, ID

Iii. Restaurant Services. IC and 11B
TV. Merchandising. I1C
V. Medical Services. 111C

VT. Public Sector, 11E
VIT. General Services. illE (Landscaping) 11ID (Automotive)

VIII. Waste Water. ilw
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